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was going to give Britain a striking advantage over the
air fleets of all the other Great Powers, for it appeared
that the inventor had invented a wireless ray which
could stop the magneto of an aircraft engine function-
ing during flight. The matter became a nine-days'
wonder. Obviously such an invention, if it was genuine,
would have been of the very greatest value, and the
War Office, rather innocently, jumped at the idea.

But the inventor proved to be none other than our
old pupil, refreshed for new fields of endeavour after
his period of prison detention.

The War Office corresponded with him, offered
him the opportunity of experimenting on an army
aeroplane at Salisbury Plain, and he was told that if
his apparatus was effective the War Office would
consider buying it from him.

In the meantime the ' inventor J had been able to
extract hundreds, if not thousands of pounds, from
people on the strength of his correspondence with the
War Office and the optimistic statements of Major-
General Seely. There was one thing which, one
might have thought, might have warned the gullible
investor. It was that he regarded his invention as
being so secret that not even his financial backers were
allowed to see it.

The ' inventor' accepted the invitation to demon-
strate at Salisbury Plain, and the packing-case con-
taining the marvellous ' invention' arrived a day or
two before the demonstration. At last the eventful
day arrived and a number of prominent officials
gathered round full of excitement waiting for the great
man himself to turn up. But the * inventor' did not
arrive. Telephone calls were put through. Finally
suspicions were aroused. It was decided to open up
the packing-case.

When opened it was found to contain nothing but
rubbish.